Carter’'s Amazing Journey - March 2008

We continued the trend of missing a suitcase this trip and left one
at home in Estevan. | guess getting up at 2:00 AM to leave for the
airport meant that we were not thinking totally clearly. Everything
in that suitcase was totally replaceable so | got to go to the mall
again for diapers, wipes, sleepers, etc.

Carter had been sick with tonsillitis so we were glad he was starting
to feel better and could still receive his treatment since he no
longer had a fever. We were at the hospital the week before Easter
S0 we got to take part in many special activities to celebrate
including a magic show by Stretch the Clown. Some of the local
Daughters of the Nile brought each child at the hospital a gift bag
full of Easter treats and Carter also got a special teddy bear puppet.

After we returned home from our trip in January, Carter started
pivoting around on the floor. He's pretty proud and sometimes just
sits and spins in circles. Carter is starting to chatter away quite
a bit and we even understand a few of his words! He likes to perform



all his tricks except when we try to show him off for other people.
This time he adjusted to having his 1V in his arm fairly quickly and
would even show "How big is Carter?".
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Carter kept pointing to the playroom and knew exactly where he wanted
to spend his time while we were at the hospital. After spending so
much time with his parents while traveling, Carter really enjoys the
new people to play with. He turns on the charm and gets plenty of

attention!




The strength that we continue to see developing in Carter is so
amazing! Of course he's not on the same track as kids who do not
have Ol, but we could never have imagined him doing all the things he
is now capable of doing. When he was first diagnosed, this is
definitely not the picture that was painted for us. We still do not
know exactly what is going on with Carter's hips as he was not able
to have his MRI on this trip. He needs to be really healthy with no
recent illnesses before they want to put him under anaesthetic.

Carter's therapists continue to be happy with his progress. In all
facets of life, Carter's development is right on track, except for
his gross motor skills, of course! His mom and dad think he's a

pretty smart little guy! Besides physio, Carter also sees an
occupational therapist on all of our trips. For her testing, he puts
blocks into a cup, takes rings off a stand, pulls pegs out of a
board, does a puzzle and many other things that check his
development. We also answer questions like "Does he drink out of a
cup by himself?" and "Does his open his mouth when he sees his
toothbrush?" It's pretty interesting for us and gives us some hints
on things to work on.



